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School Start Up:
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we navigated school start up this
year. We are extremely excited to see student growth in the Walnut Grove region.
Though this can create some uncertainty to start the year, it is very beneficial for our
school in the long run. Classes have now settled, and our staff is raring to begin working
with your children. It has been so great to see the level of excitement in our students,
and we know that we will work together to have an amazing school year.

Keeping Our Community Safe:
As a reminder, please ensure that all students in grades 4 – 7 are sent to school with a
mask. All grade 4 – 7 students and all adults, staff or public, are expected to wear a mask
when indoors. Though it is not mandatory, we do encourage our younger students to
wear their mask while indoors. In addition, if you do need to visit our building, you
must sign in at the table located just inside our foyer. This sign in process is crucial for
tracing purposes, so please be sure to sign-in each time you step foot into the school.
Finally, please be sure to follow the daily health check. If your child is ill or exhibiting
COVID like symptoms, please keep them home.
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Keeping Our Community Safe –
Parking Lot Edition:
As a reminder, when dropping off your
children, please be sure that you pull all the
way forward in the drop off lane. This may
mean your child isn’t dropped off directly in
front of their door, however, all students can
walk along the sidewalk to their classrooms.
Pulling forward decreases congestion that may
leak out onto the street. As well, it doesn’t
leave gaps where students/families may think it is safe to cross between the cars. In
addition, we ask that all drivers park in appropriate and legal parking spaces. Finally, we
ask that every driver drives slowly and cautiously through our parking lot. If the parking
lot is busy, we would understand that your child may be late. However, we would rather
that than a very preventable accident. So please slow down, follow our clearly labelled
parking lot signs, and thank you for keeping our community safe.

The Rain is Starting to Fall:
This week was a wet reminder that our weather can be unpredictable. With that said,
please be sure to send your child with a jacket and shoes/boots that can be used in the
wet. Inside days will be very limited this year. It will be expected that students go play in
the rain and have fun in the puddles. For those older students that may think wearing
boots and a jacket or using an umbrella isn’t “cool”, please be sure to send them with a
change of clothes or extra shoes to change into, so that we can avoid any unnecessary
phone calls home.
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The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation:
Though The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is September 30th, Alex Hope will
honour The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 29th. We are asking
that our staff, students, and community wear orange as a way to bring awareness to this
important day. As a school we have formed a Truth and Reconciliation committee to look
at an appropriate and effective way to honour this day, as well as the teaching throughout
the year. We will continue to listen, collect stories, videos, articles, and produce
discussion points to support our teaching. We are all on this journey together and will
continue our learning along the way.

Welcome Alicia Hiebert:
Tawnshi / Ey Swayel / Hello / Bonjour
My Name is Alicia Hiebert, and I am the new Aboriginal Support Worker at Alex Hope
Elementary. I would like to introduce myself, where I come from, and what my role
is here at your child’s school.
My aboriginal ancestry is with the Metis Nation from the Red River Settlement in what is
now called Saskatchewan. I am new to the role of Aboriginal Support worker and am eager to form new relationships with the community, increase students' awareness of cultural heritage and traditions, and help increase cultural representations within the
school.
My primary focus is to offer guidance, support, and cultural engagement to the many Aboriginal students at this school. The goal and job of the Aboriginal support worker is
to enhance the existing programs and education that every student receives, with the goal
of incorporating cultural worldviews and traditional teachings. I work with teachers to
find time to meet with my students when it will not disrupt learning, and what works
best for the student and the class. The kind of activities and support offered by the Aboriginal Program do not take away from other learning resources but enhances the existing
support systems in place (ex. Resource teachers, Literacy teachers, Childcare workers,
and IEP programming). What we hope to do is to go above and beyond the support and
care that all students receive, to embrace our shared cultural traditions and provide the
utmost support for Aboriginal students.
If your family may have Aboriginal ancestry (First Nations, Inuit, or Metis), please fill out
the self-Identification form so your child can be included in the Aboriginal Program and
take part in cultural activities and enhanced support. This form will be sent home along
with other vital forms in the following week.
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Meet the Teacher:
This year, Alex Hope will hold a modified “Meet the Teacher” night. To ensure that we
maintain our safety protocols and to ensure ease of tracing, we will be limiting the number of families that attend the night, buy offering the meetings in pre-planned time
slots. Meet the Teacher will occur on September 22nd from 3:30pm – 5:00pm. Appointments can be made via School Appointments Online. Information for this and how to
register for the program were sent home in an email on September 15th. Individual
teachers may contact you with process information, specific to their classroom
(Kindergarten, Mme Malcolm and Mme Hansen). Any adult entering our building will
be asked to sign-in with the classroom teacher and must be wearing a mask. Please note,
that this is not a Parent/Teacher Interview. This is just an opportunity to put a face to
the name of your child’s teacher and see where they sit and work.

PAC:
We are very happy to be working with our Alex Hope
PAC again this year. I know they are excited to play a
big role in the school. We would like to welcome the
following PAC Executive:
President – Kristen Krantz, Vice-President – Heather Kreighton, Secretary- Katrina
McClendon, Treasurer – Paula Dykshoorn, Fundraising – Jen Tyler, Tara Platz, Trena
Sutherland, Hot Lunch – Sarah Gough, Social Coordinator – Samina Jafar, and Primary
Rep – Melody Cusmano. We would like to thank all of you in advance for your efforts
and your commitment to support our school.
Please see the attached information about an upcoming PAC fundraiser. This is an
excellent opportunity to raise funds for our students. Please be sure to see the
information on the Coffee Fundraiser.
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Grade 7 Band:
We are very happy to welcome Mr. Fawkes to Alex Hope. Mr. Fawkes, the current
WGSS band teacher, will be joining our Alex Hope staff on Mondays and Tuesdays to re
-introduce band to our school. We are so excited to add this opportunity to our already
robust Performing Arts Program offered by Ms. Cowie. We will offer this opportunity to
our grade 7 students, with the hope of expanding the program in the coming years.
Information was sent home to our grade 7 classes last week. If you are interested, please
check your email for the information and instructions. Or go to our school website under programs, music, and scroll down to band.

Terry Fox Day:
It is that time of year that students across Canada run to commemorate the courageous
actions of Terry Fox. On Thursday, September 23rd our students will run and walk to
bring awareness to the need to support cancer research and to honour the sacrifice of
Canadian Hero Terry Fox. Students will be outdoors and run within their grade groups.
This will allow us to keep the number of students on the track to a minimum and to
hold this event in a safe fashion. If you or your child is interested in donating to the Terry Fox Foundation, please donate via school cash online. This can be found on our
school website under “our school” and “pay school fees”
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