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We are well into the school year al-
ready! The students and teachers are 
firmly in routines and some amazing 
learning has occurred.  

Teachers are teaching the new Rede-
signed Curriculum and are learning 
along the way. Some subject topics 
have changed in each grade, but the 
most significant changes are the way 
the curriculum is organized into 
teaching larger “Big Ideas”, 
“Curricular Competencies”,  “Core 
Competencies” and “Content/Skills”.  

Here is an explanation of each: 

Big Ideas: This is a starting place for a 
particular unit of study and is central 
to an area of learning. Example: 
“Natural Resources continue to shape 
the economy and identity of different 
regions of Canada” (Gr. 5 Social Stud-
ies). 

Curricular Competencies: These are 
statements about what the students 
are expected to do. Example: “Take 
stakeholders’ perspectives on issues, 
developments and events by making 
inference about their beliefs, values, 
and motivations.” 

Core Competencies: These are sets of 
intellectual, personal and social and 
emotional proficiencies that all stu-
dents need to develop to engage in 
deeper learning. They are divided into 

three sections (Communication, 
Thinking and Personal & Social). Ex-
amples: “Aquire, interpret and present 
information (Communication); Gen-
erate ideas, analyze and critique, 
question and investigate (Thinking); 
Contributing to the community and 
caring for the environment (Personal 
& Social). 

Content/Skills: These are statements 
defining what the students are ex‐

pected to know. Example: “Resources 
and economic development in differ-
ent regions of Can-
ada”.  

Reporting 

There has been an 
interim set of Re-
porting Orders 
issued by the Ministry of Education 
for the 2016-17 school year. For this 
year (and perhaps longer) at Alex 
Hope and most elementary schools in 
Langley the report card will not look 
significantly different than in the past.  

 

Kindergarten students will have a 
three point rating scale: Exceeding 
Expectations, Fully Meeting Expecta-
tions, Approaching Expectations. 

 

Grades 1-3 students will have a four 
point rating scale: Exceeding Expecta-

tions, Fully Meeting Expectations, 
Approaching Expectations and Not 
Yet Meeting Expectations. 

Grades 4-5 students will have letter 
grades for most subject areas. In the 
final June report, there will be com-
ments on learning progress in Applied 
Design, Skills & Technologies (which 
is a new area of the curriculum) and 
Career Education. In addition, stu-
dents will complete a self-assessment 
on the Core Competencies. 

 

Grade 6-7 students will have letter 
grades in most subjects and will re-
ceive a letter grade for Applied Skills, 
Design & Technologies and Career 
Education in the final term. They will 
also complete a self-assessment of the 
Core Competencies. 

 While the curriculum has changed to 

include more emphasis on deeper think-

ing, inquiry and crea�vity, the repor�ng 

will be much the same for this year. The 

Minister of Educa�on, Mr. Mike Bernier, 

is looking for parent feedback about 

repor�ng.  

 Please see the le#er from Mr. Bernier 

on page 8 of this news-

le#er for contact infor-

ma�on. 

If you are not receiving 

email communica�on, 

Paddock’s Pen 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 

October 

21    Pro-D Day—No School 

24 Collaboration Afternoon Dismissal at 1:15 

27   Gr. 7 Camp Planning Meeting 6pm 

31 Halloween Dance Final orders in by 

Mon  October 24th PLEASE 

November 

1 PAC Meeting 

2/3 Parent/Teacher Interviews—dismissal 1:30pm 

3 Picture Retakes 

2-4  Scholastic Book Fair 

11 Remembrance Day  - No School 

19 11th Annual Craft Fair—Alex Hope Gym 

21 Report Card Prep Afternoon Dismissal a 11:20 

Literacy Corner 

Alex Hope teachers are focussing on Literacy! This week was our “Reading Week” kick off with daily activ-
ities planned. Monday was Beach Reading, Tuesday was Flashlight Reading, Wednesday was Cuddle Up 
Reading and Thursday was Rhythm and Rhyme Reading.  

Part of our focus will be on instilling the knowledge that reading and writing are skills that require plenty 
of practise and perseverance.  

Make sure to mark your calendars for our Family Literacy Evening!  

Date: Thursday, Feb. 2, 2017 

Time: 6:00‐7:00 

Where: Alex Hope  

We will be sharing strategies to help support your child’s reading and provide an opportunity to enhance 
the joy of reading with family. Representatives from the Fraser Valley Regional Library will be on hand to 
sign you up for a Public Library card!  

Please remember that it is vitally important to read to your children and read with them daily.  

This time should be a special time that is stress free and enjoyable. Have fun reading!! 

Digital Literacy and  Citizenship 

One of the most valuable things you can do, especially when children are young, is be a guide to the 
online world. Children under 10 shouldn’t be using Internet-connected devices completely unsupervised; 
they need adults to help them find appropriate material, avoid things that aren’t appropriate and under-
stand what they see. As your child becomes older, creating a “Technology Tool Agreement” is an excellent 
strategy for ensuring they understand your expectations! The links below can help you with navigating 
the online world: 

Sample Technology Tool Agreements http://mediasmarts.ca/tutorial/raising-ethical-kids-networked-world  

Drop Off at Alex Hope 

• Our first concern is the Safety of Stu-
dents.   

• With that in mind PLEASE be sure to 
observe a 10km speed around the 
school at all times. 

• Please be careful and watch carefully 
at the cross walks.   

• Please do not stop in the NO STOP-
PING ZONES and do not park in the 
HANDICAP parking unless you have a 
Handicap sign. 

• Many people are observing dangerous 
situations.   

• PLEASE BE SAFETY CONSCIOUS 
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STUDENT INFORMATION 

Cross Country 
Team 

We had a large team of Cross 
Country Runners again this year.  

 

Cameron Calbick placed third in 
the Grade 7 Boys category! 

      Well done Cameron !! 
 

Thanks to Mrs. Chin, Mrs. Burns 

and Mrs. Kiers for supporting this 
group of runners! 

PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCE 

Parent / Teacher Conferences will be on Wednesday November 2nd,  2:00-4:30 and Thursday 

November 3rd,  2:00-7:30.  

We hope that many of you will be able to come to meet with teachers to discuss your chil-

dren’s progress so far this year. 

We will be using the online interview booking website again this year.    The booking calendar 

will open on Monday, October 24th at 3pm.  Interviews can be booked between that date and 

Tuesday, November 1st at 6pm.  Each interview is a 15 minute �me slot.  

The website for booking Parent-Teacher interviews is:   

htps://alexhope.school appointments.com/           (A1ached please find informa�on) 

Some teachers will be doing an open house or student led conferences which means 

there will not be a sign up on this website.  Teachers will communicate with parents sep‐

arately.  Any questions please feel free to call the office—604‐888‐7109 
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“Power of One” 
 

October 7th was a special day for our school. We had a "Power of One" assembly which fo-
cused on empowering students to stop bullying if they witness it by not being a by-stander 
and telling an adult. 
 
Bullying was described as repeated, targeted and hurtful acts. By using the "Power of One" 
students can stop the bully and stop the harm for the target. Two posters with the Bully Pre-
vention Oath will be posted in the school. The oath says: 
 

I will not bully others 
I will not stand by while others are bullied. 

I will report and deal with bullying whenever I see it . . .. . .  
because I have 

“The Power of One”  
 
 

Student and staff pledged the oath and signed the posters. 

Signing the Power of One Poster Super Hero Gavin! 
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Student Council 
Our Alex Hope student council members for 
2016-17 are: 

 

Chase S 
Alex S 

Sage M 
Nolan M 

Ryan M 

Suehyun J 
Jemma van G 

Tiffany J 
Gavin S 

Amy K 
Linnea B 

Trinity P 

Logan A 
 

The first event that was sponsored by the 
Student Council was our Hat Day on Friday, 

October 14th. 

 
Thanks for your leadership! 



Orange Shirt Day 
 
 

 
 

We had a wonderful assembly on September 29th to commemorate Or-
ange Shirt Day/Every Child Matters. Luke Dandurand and his mother, Jo-
sette,  led our Grade One Drummers as we recognized the struggles of 
members of our Aboriginal community who were forced to attend residen-
tial schools. Alex Hope was the first school in Langley to hold an Orange 
Shirt Day and we are very proud of this tradition. 
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Ready, Set, Learn 
Attention parents of 3 & 4 year olds. Alex Hope is hosting three Ready, Set, Learn sessions. This is a 
great opportunity to acclimatize your child to the school and benefit from some good ideas for increas-

ing Oral Language Skills, Fine Motor Skills and Active Listening.  

Please see the attached letter and registration form. 

Fentanyl: What You Need to Know 
 
Attend an information session on Thursday, Oct. 27th 6:00-8:00 

at the Township Civic Center. 

See attached posters for more detailed information on this session and this harmful drug: 
Fentanyl- What You Need to Know  & Let's Talk About Fentanyl 

Fire Safety Escape Plan 
 
Fire Safety Week was Oct 9-15, but it's not too late to plan your family Home Escape Plan. 

Complete the plan (see attached), submit to the Langley Times by October 31st and you will have a 

chance to win an ipad. 

Red Cross Babysitting Course 

So you want to be a babysitter? Or, your parents want you to take this course so 

they feel confident leaving you at home alone? Babysitting with First Aid Hero 
emphasizes learning through real life scenarios. information covered includes: 
Exploring the business of babysitting, creating safe environments, safely caring 
for ages 0-12, and first aid skills. 

Red Cross Babysitting-Alex Hope, Langley, Oct.21-Full,  

Next course-Feb.24-is now being offered. 

Red Cross Babysitting Course 

Alex Hope, Feb.24th, 8:30-3:30                         

Grade 6+      

$60 + GST online registration 

http://www.firstaidhero.com/babysitting-vancouver.html 

INFORMATION 

Outdoor Education Program a Possibility in Langley 

The Langley School District is looking into the possibility of offering a Eco Educators Program in Septem-
ber, 2017. There will be an information meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 25th from 4:30-6:30 at the Nature 

House at Campbell Valley Regional Park. Please see the attached for details.  

Fresh To You 

Thanks so much to those families that have submitted order forms for the BC Agriculture in the Class-
room sponsored fundraiser. If you missed the deadline (Thursday, Oct. 20th) that's okay! We can still 

accept orders next week. This is a healthy food choices fundraiser and money raised will go toward 

school garden projects. Please see the attached order form. Thanks a bundle!  
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